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Greetings from the President
Brian Tomlinson, MATSDA President

Welcome to another issue of Folio, one 
we think yet again reflects the growing 
interest in materials development around 

the world as a practical pursuit, as an academic 
discipline and as a means of bridging the gap 
between theory and practice and practice and theory.

For our June 2017 Conference we ventured to the 
Netherlands where we co-hosted a Conference on 
Meaning-Focused Materials with Fontys University 
of Applied Sciences in the very friendly and lively 
town of Tilburg. The plenary speakers were Marina 
Bouckaert, Anne Burns, Daniela Fasoglio, Alan Maley, 
Hitomi Masuhara, Brian Tomlinson and Marjolijn 
Verspoor and in total the Conference presenters 
represented twenty-two different countries. We seem 
to get more and more international every year.

In 2018 we will be holding a MATSDA Conference at 
the Shanghai International Studies University (SISU). 
The theme will be Materials Development for Teacher 
Development and the dates will be June 9th-10th. The 
plenary speakers will be Rod Ellis, Hitomi Masuhara, 
Alan Maley, Wen Quifang, Brian Tomlinson and 
Dingfang Shu. We will be advertising the Conference 
soon on our website https://www.matsda.org and 
we’ll be inviting submissions for parallel and poster 
presentations as soon as we get official permission to 
run the Conference from the Ministry of Education in 
Shanghai.

We’ll also be running a MATSDA Learners Conference 
in Liverpool in 2018 at which the presenters will 
be learners of other languages and materials will 
be viewed from the perspective of the students who 
are using them. Details of this Conference will be 
announced soon. 

I’ve recently accepted an invitation to join the 
Advisory Board of MUSE International and to further 
cooperation between MUSE and MATSDA. MUSE 
International is a new association with members so far 
in five countries and with a mission to support and 
promote research on the use of materials in language 
classrooms. MUSE has a number of research-based 
projects in the pipeline such as creating a discussion 
panel at the next AAAL conference, developing an 
online repository for research on materials use, and 

editing a special issue on materials use for an academic 
journal. For further information about MUSE go to  
https://museinternational.wordpress.com/ 

I’m happy to announce a number of recent and 
forthcoming MATSDA related publications which 
demonstrate how much MATSDA is contributing to 
the field of materials development:

1. Maley, A. & Tomlinson, B. (Eds.) (2017). Authenticity 
and Materials Development for Language Learning. 
Newcastle: Cambridge Scholars.

 This is a collection of papers written by parallel 
presenters from the MATSDA/University of 
Liverpool 2016 Conference on Authenticity and 
Materials Development. It was published in July 
2017.

2.  Tomlinson, B. & Masuhara, H. (2017). The Complete 
Guide to the Theory and Practice of Materials 
Development for Language Learning. Hoboken, NJ: 
Wiley.

 This is a book co-authored by the MATSDA 
President, Brian Tomlinson, and the MATSDA 
Secretary, Hitomi Masuhara, which reviews the 
history, discusses the issues and recommends 
principled procedures for all aspects of materials 
development. It was published in June 2017.

3.  Bouckaert, M,  Konings, M. & van Winklehof, M. 
(2018). Meaning-focused Materials for Language 
Learning. Newcastle: Cambridge Scholars.

 This will be a collection of papers written by 
presenters from the 2017 MATSDA Conference on 
Meaning-Focused Materials at Fontys University of 
Applied Sciences in Tilburg.

Hope to see you at the MATSDA Conference in 
Liverpool and in Shanghai.

Brian Tomlinson 
President of MATSDA
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